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CONSIDERATIONS 
. 
The EXCHANGE 
een 


8 E A M E N 
PRISONERS of WAR. 


(HE Author of the na 
© contained in this and the follow- 
1 ing Sheets, was led, in the pre- 
ſent Conjuncture, by a Love to Man- 
kind in general, and an Affection to 
his Country in particular, to conſider the 
Subject of Priſoners of War. Recurring, 
on this Occaſion, to various Writers upon 


the Law of Nature and Nations, and of 


War and Peace, on Government and mo- 
FB „ 


1 
ral Philoſophy, he did not obtain that 
_ Satisfaction which he fon oht, 
and was thejefore naturally led to purſue - 
his Enquiry, till he could diſcover Truth, 
or what, to the beſt of his Jadgment, 
ſhould appear to be ſuch. If he has il- 
luſtrated and ſupported the Intereſts of 
his Country, Chriſtianity, and the Rights 
of Mankind, he has not failed in the En- 
 quiry : With a Deſign to advance thoſe 
valuable Ends, the Reſult of it is put to 
the Preſs; and, as nothing is inſerted, 
which can tend to promote the mean 
8 rpoſes of Faction, Irreligion, or Scepti- 


ciſm, it is communicated to the Public 
with that Pleaſure, which the Conſciouſ- 
neſs of ſuch Intentions muſt give; and 
with Expectations of that Candor, which 
it cannat be en to hope * 
delerde. | 1187 Tre 
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N Cafe of ht Nader 57 
Semen originally bet wet two 
Nations, and equal Captures in 
=== point of Number, a reciprocaſ | 
Exchange of Man for Man can create 
neither Advantage nor Diſadvantage to | 
either Nation, except what may be ſup- 
pofed to reſult from the different Quality 
of the Seamen of one Nation, as oppoſed 
to thoſe of the other: But this Caſe per- 
| haps is in both its Parts a meer Suppoſi- 
tion, and did never actually exiſt. 


In all other Caſes, the Numbers being 
unequal, either by 1 of Capture, 
or that and original Inequality together, 
it may be urged, that an Exchange of 
| Man for Man muſt be detrimental to the 

Intereſt of that Nation, which has the 
greater Number of Prifbners, — As ſup- 
poſing any Numbers, the Reſtitution of 
any equal Number will vary the Propor- 
tion between one national Force and the 


other, : Fs 
2 Suppoſe 
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b at the Cee of a | 


War the Number of Seamen of each Na- 
tion equal ; a5, 
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30, oo Men for both 10 9 30,000 


20,000 = = Deduct - - = = = = 10,000 z 


FR EP - = Remain - = = = = = 20,000 


By theſe Captures the Nn 3 in- 
ſtead of an Equality, will be as 6 to 12. 


TG the Ps of ts Man 
for _ | 


# 


EDS - <:- 0 
Hoes + - - Add to both - - 4, ooo 


Conran 


14,000 GG 


Hereby the Proportion i is varied as 7 to 
12. Hence it is clear, that the Nation 
having the greater Number of Priſoners 


Will, by the Exchange of Man for Man, 
have one 12th leſs in Proportion than be- 


fore. 
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fore. 80 of any Numbers ; as e when ori- 
ginally unequal 3 | 


42,000 = - = = = = = = = = = 51,000 
28,000 = - DeduQ- - = - 1, ooo 
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14, 00 - * = = - - - 34,000 
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Ada on both Side, as exchanged, 
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The Varies 1 Lor 2 in Disfavour 


of the Nation, which has the W 
Number. Ws i; Tl ob 


This Principle 1 e is the 
Baſis of every Argument that can be 
offered againſt a reciprocal Exchange of 
Priſoners, — for Man; and muſt be 


proved 


rr 
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proved to be of the laſt Conſequence, be- 
fore it ſhould be ſuffered to overbalance 
che Arguments in favour of ſuch Ex- 


change. 8 


But it is 44 that if we judge 


from the Nature of Things, the great 


Events of War never on the whole can, 


nor we conclude from Hiſtory ever in ge- 
neral did, bear that Proportion to the Num- 
bers reciprocally employed, which muſt be 
ſappoſed, to render the above Objection to 
an Exchange valid: Thoſe Circumſtances, 
which at firſt contributed to procure the 


one Nation a Superiorit 4 of Priſoners over 
8 


the other, muſt upon the whole continue 
to have the ſame Operation; and when 


Conſiderations may be allowed of greater 


Talents, Skill, Spirit, National Diſpoſi- 


tion, Genius, or any other Quality that gw 
one Set of Men, or one Government, a na- 


tural or acquired Superiority over another 


in that Species of War, in which they 
are principally concerned; their Numbers 
may be conſidered as in effect augmented; 


and their Influence, | in all the moe = 


i 7 13 
of War, mill bear All leſs and. ks Pro- : 
portion to their actual Numbers, compa- 
POR with thoſe of their Enemies. CA 


The Intereſt of the N. ation, Which has 
the inferior Number of its 133 Pri- 
ſoners, is evidently on the Side af ſuch 
an Exchange, on every Account. 4 40 


That the Prizoipl of Calculation ates 
what has been obſerved upon it, ought ta 
have no Weight with the Nation, which 

has the greater Number of its Enemies 
Priſoners, againſt fuch Exchange; will 
appear from conſidering the Matter in 
the two ReſpeRs, in which, as a national 
Act, it is an Object of Conſideration a 
1. e. in Point of N 990: in Paint K* | 
Policy. 3 | e 7 


The Fel. takes in two 0. Condblerttions 
as it regards our Enemy, and as it cen- 
cerns eurſelves, In general it is to be 
obſerved as to both, that War has its 
Laws as well as Pracx; Thoſe Laws. 

muſt be general and permanent; ſuch. as. 
are be calculated for the Happineſs of 
Mankind 
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Mankind upon the Whole; not ſuch as 
muſt vary with every Chinge of Fortune, 
and can at beſt be attended only with - 
ſome particular but tranſient Advantage ; 
and may, in the Reſult of Things, be 


productive of the moſt formidable Evils. 


Firſt, as it concerns ourſelves, in Point 


of Right, Every. political Community 


being inveſted with a Power of employ- 
ing the Force of that Community in the 
Execution of its Laws for the Regulation 
and Preſervation of Property ;” and in 
Defence of the Common-wealth from 


foreign Injury ; when War is nec eſſary to 


the public Good, the Labour, Induſtry, 
and Lives of the Subjects are to be uſed 
in its Service, ſo far as is requiſite to ob- 


tain Reparation, Juice, , and rea ona 3 le 
Security. _ 


But whatever encreaſes the Miſchief 
farther than is neceſſary for the true 


Purpoſes of War, without Which we 
could obtain our Right effectually, is al- 


lowed to be unjaft and deteftable. A lau- 
ful End 1 0 a Right to > neceſſary Means 
alone; 


19» 


dune eee the * PE the 


Rigbr ceaſes, and no Hardſhips! to our 


on fellow Subjects, or Cruelties even to 
the Enemy; beyond that Boundary, are 
innocent by the Lau N Nature, ot can 
be rendered ſo by any public AF." War” 
being the ultimate Remtdy allowable 


only through Neceſſity againſt Fnuſtice, 


and always attended with- many dreadful 
Effects, it is an indiſpenſible Bu 0 al- 
leviate the Miſeries it occaſions by all poſ- 
ſible Methods, and to render it as little 
ctuel and deſtrudtive « 2s the Nate ol 
the Ciao r E. 08.06, YOUTH 
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. Wat Pri vileges of civil Coredpmaiit) 

under the Laws of his Country, is a 
perfect Right; of which he cannot be 

juſtly 2 without his having com 


mitted ſome Aci to forfeit that. \Right : * 


In other Words, Allegiance and Protec 
tion are reciprocal; where the one may 
be Jol claim d, the other is ftrictiy due. 
It has been maintain ' d, that a Sub- 
ject baniſh'd for his Crimes FI the So- 
Wer which he was a Member ſtill re- 
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maing; as a Ae os an Obligation 


never to engage in Arms "againſt it. 
There are Caſes where Evils may be juſtly 
render'd ubavpidable even to the Inno- 


cent for the ſake of Society; and as ma- 


ny receive great: Advantages from So- 
ciety. without Merit; ſo they may be 

involy'd; without any \Demerit, i in ſome 
of the Misfortunes, which, in this; Light, 
are inſeparable from human Nature: 
But it cannot ſure be contended, that any 


Society can have à Right voluntarily to 
_ relinquiſh thoſe to all' the Miſeries of a 


Priſon in an Enemies Country, and their 


Families to all the Evils conſequent upon 
it, Wha have exerted: themſelves in their 
different Stations in the beſt Manner, and 


brav d the greateſt: Dangers in ſupport of 
that Society. —— Crimes may annul the 


Right to Liberty, Protection, and Life; 


bat Misfortunes, oſpecially fuch as are the 
Conſequences of Acts done for the Preſer- 


vation of thoſe Privileges, corroborate. that 
| ae * ne additional Soph 


Evry State 1 is | oblig'd to defend: und 


8 8 ** it's Members; and Sub rect 
aban- 


; t 11 1. 
abandon d by their Country, without | 
Crime committed, recover their atturab 
Liberty, and may renounce: the Society, : 
which affords them no Protectian: The 
ſame Law of Reaſ6n, which juſtifies the 
Expulfion of a Member of Society, who; 
violates its Laws; will juſtify that Mem- 
ber in withdrawing from it when it per- 
forms not the Obligations it owes to him. 
| Hence the State is under an Obligation to 
: procure, as ſoon 4s poſhble, the Releaſe 
of its Subjects from thoſe Evils, to which 
they become ſubjected in it's Deſe Ee 3 
and, till their Liberty can be obtain'd, is be 
under the ſame Obligation to. PUR gi pn Y 
wherewithal to ſupport themſelves ir their 
Impriſonment, They are to be confider'd. - 
as Members of the Society, and as a va- 
lvable Part of it; who are only endet d 
incapable of performing ſome Duties by ili 
Fortune in the Diſcharge of others, the 5 
moſt eſſential, at the Nisan of Life it- | 
ſelf. 'Their Chairs on the Society, in- 
ſtead of being ſuſpended by that Impriſon- 
ment, receive additional Force, and lay 
the W 29571 an e DL. ; 


ner in der kan > > e429 Beni 
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791202 9(13 Ke 
If the procuring; a Liberty of Gich 
as: happen to be taken Priſoners, is an im- 
portant Branch of that Protection, Which , 
they may expect, and have a perfect Right : 
to claim from the Society to which they 
belong; that Society muſt neceſſarily be 
under a perfect Obligation to do all in it's 
Power to procure ſuch Releaſe. To ſup- 
poſe perfect Right without a correſpon- 
dent Obligation, is to ſuppoſe an Abſur- | 
dity,; that is, a Right that is no Right; 1 
and to demand Allegiance and afford no | 
Protection is to {the oe hs Apr 
of all e e 


F IE" it 10 even . that reliaquith- 
ll ing the Protection due to our on Sub- 
|| jects taken Priſonets by the Enemy, in 
3 order to retain the ſuperior Number of 
ö theirs Captives, might be a probable Means 
ö pl reducing the Enemy to a ſtate incapable 

of War, and to proper Terms of: Peace, 
i it ought: to be claſs d among thoſe dark 
. Methods of Deſtruction, ſuch as s poiſoning 
Springs, 
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Springs, Ge. which, upon the T Deductions 
of Reaſon and Humanity, all eib 
Nations have agreed to explode. The lat- 
ter indeed Neceſſity might juſtify us in 
practiſing againſt an Enemy, who ſhouid 
be wicked enough to renounce that ratio 
Belli fo beneficial and ſo honourable * But, 


in the Caſe under COINS no > ſuch 
— Can. 6: pag * 
lx 58 bald "I gt * the Ad- 
vantage urg d from the Nicety of Calcula- 
tion is in reality of little or no Moment: 
But for Argument ſake, if all Circum- 
ſtances are ſuppos d to be? ſuch as to turn 


the Advantage at a particular Conjuncture 


clearly on the Side of one Nation, ſuch a 
We of immediate Intereſt will ſhew it, 
to that Conjuncture, to be expedient | 
80 that Party not to ſollicit or deſite an 
Exchange of Priſoners; but will not of it- 
ſelf prove it rigbt with reſpect to their 
on People: And it will even much leſs 
 ſhewit to be ſo, to refuſe it wes Walon 
7 the other 3 Tori 


I has been obſery'd N that ſome. 
<7 HOW * 


6 14 1 
general Rule muſt be eſtabliſtrd, as moſt | 
adapted to the general Tntere/is:of Man- 
kind, and to which all Natians  ſhou'd 
adhere in all Cireumſtances. The com- 
il mon Intereſts] of Mankind require them, 
wi their. * is univerſal, and e 10 
Hi be —— bort 
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lil | "i cannot be A joke the Now 
exchange of Priſoners of War is more ex- 
135 pedient upon the whole, and in all Situa- 
Bl tions; on the contrary, an Exchange of 
| ' Priſoners is one of the capital Laus of 


i} War among civiliz d Nations; and even | 
M upon the Suppoſition of it's being more ; 


expedient: in any particular Cafe, whieh 
| will be again confidered under the Que 
. tion of Policy; yet if a Regard to Intereſt 
1 in particular Circumſtances be ſufficient to 
1 warrant an Infringment of a general Rule 
18 in certain Caſes, the Inference may be 
1 equally drawn againſt the Force of every 
| Rule of Reaſon and the whole Syſtem of | 
| Morality and Region be ſet aſide: 
i our breaking one Law of War, the De. j 
my may be at Liberty to break all the 


| reſt; the Uſe of the ſealping Knife, and 
4 3 the 


—— 
44 


tvs 


. 
rr 
— — Co — * * a * > 
n — 
— 


, E ＋ A* 1 nh = 
the Cruelties of cool Blood, with every | 
other Torture inflicted. by the Sauage, 5 
will become allowable; and War be .car- 
tried on not by Men but by Monſters v 
QUu1D ENIM INTEREST, UTRUM Ex Ho- 
MINE | SE QUIS CONFERAT IN BeLLUAM; 
AN IN  HOMINIS FIGURA . IMMANITA<. 
TEM erna rug, ag. 


5 4 


6 =, Addition to thi Claims of Julie 
to the Exchange of Priſoners here con- 
tended for; ev'ry Motive of Humanity, 
and more eminently the Duties, which 
we owe to our own. Countrymen, plead- 
ſtrongly in it's Favour, — The ſuffering 
2 Number of Men, of a Claſs not only 
beneficial, but eſſential to the Proſperity | 
of the Nation, to remain, during any 
longer Term than is unavoidable, in Pri- 
fons and Dungeons, not adapted in ge- 
neral to Health, and in ſome fit at moſt 
for the worſt of F elons; deſtitute of good 
Food in moſt, ſopplied wich the worſt, 
and defrauded of Part in many, with no 
other Bed in Months of the greateſt Ri- 


gour than a ſmall Quantity of Straw on 8 
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ing 


a Pavement of Brick or of Stone; waſt-- FO 


_ 


rn 3 


* 
Ae 
mn 0 ws aA 2 „ e — 


LY — —— 9 ſy «> ah * 


8 o 
as. 1 2 
— 


S 199,» 
R * 


A CE 


Nee 2 


. re eee 
4 


— 


1 v9 he ny os . a 
— — 2 * Wor». rr r . 4 

3233 . ion . = — — We — 4 

7 * en re 1 4 — : — 
— 2 * 
. . Bp Trad ane eee hay » 93 — = vy * * 
* 1 _ — 
is POIs 


* 1 


— — — . — —— 


[261] 


ing away in Rags or Nakedneſs, amidſt 


Naſtineſs, Vermin, Infection and 1 70 


grin, or languiſhing in a crowded Bed, 
an Hoſpital ; in a foreign. Country, remote 


from either Family or Friend, is a De- 
gree of Cruelty to. which no Conſidera- 


tion of Intereſt can induce a good! Mind. 


If to ihele S * added 
the diſtreſs'd Condition of their F ami- 


lies at home, depriv'd of their natu- 
ral Benefactor, and many of them in- 


capable of acquiring Support themſelves ; 
the | cruel void created in the Lives of 
the Priſoners themſelves, and the com- 
plicated Evils brought on their private 


' Concerns, and on all that is dear to them 
at home, for all which the Public makes 


not even any inadequate Satisfaction; 


all the Rights of Humanity as well as thoſe 
of Alice call aloud for the ee | 


Tho Anſwers may 55 ſuggeſted to the | 


anne drawn: roy e F 


#4 


. Firſt, That Fun Abt of giving up ati 
Advantage appearing by the Calculation 


to 


33 


71. 1 
to be given up by the Exchange, the Ef- 
| fets of the War in the ſame Space of 

Time may become more detrimental to the 
Nation, or the Duration of the War itſelf 
be protracted; and on either of theſe Sup- 
poſitions Humanity to the Priſoners, whoſe 
Releaſe ſhou d be procured by the Ex- 
change of an equal Number of the Ene- 
my Priſoners, wou'd be e to the 


* in general. 


adly, Thati it will always bei in the Power 
of the Nation who has the greateſt Num- 
ber of their Enemies Priſoners, to ſecure a 
proper Treatment of it's own Subjects, 
whom their Enemy has taken captive. 


In reply to the firſt of theſe Suggeſtions, 
it would be ſufficient to obſerve, that the 
Weight of it reſting intirely on the Ni icety 
=: Calculation, what has been urged a- 

bove in anſwer to it, from the Conſide- 
rations that the deciſive Events of War do 
not depend upon any ſuch minute Diffe- 
rences in point of Numbers, has equal 5 


Force here. 


> But 
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But it may be fu ether obſerved, chat 


the refuſing to exchange Priſoners of 


War in the Manner contended for, would 
not only tend more to protract than to 
ſhorten War; but would contribute. to 
ſhorten Peace, and render War more fre- 
quent; and conſequently, that the Plea 
from Humanity receives great additional 
Strength ſtom this Confideration, in an 


11 1 to ſhorten the War, When 
the Diſparity is great, by enabling us to 
act with a greater Superiority of Ships . 


over thoſe of the Enemy, than we ſhould 


be able to do; if a reapioral” Exchange 
of Man for Man, as far as it could go, 


took Place. This is the only Advantage. 


But though it thus preſerves the Superi- 
ority of Force of one Party, it leflens the - 


actual Force employed in the War, and 


by that Means prevents the War from 
being carried on with all the Vigour and 
Strength, which the national Circum- 
Pages would otherwiſe DR aN 
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55 K Means the War grows moe 
10 52 languid, f may be ſpun out to a 
greater Length, and laſt till Both Parties 
are ſo exhauſted, as to lay down their 
Arms, when an Tnability to weild them 
any longer induces a Neceſſity of agreeing 
to a Peace; though neither one Side has 
obtained a ſafficient Redreſs for the Ins 
Juries, which occaſioned the War, and Se- 
curity againſt the Future; nor eder has 
felt ſuch Evils of War, comparatively 
with its Enemy; as to make them ſubs 
tnit to the Terms preſcribed by a Con- 
queror: And hence Treaties of Peace, % 
concluded while the Cauſes.of War, and 
the Paſſions kindled. and enflamed by it, 
temain in full Force 3 and. while the 
Ends of Juſtice, or even Ambition, though , 
not obtained, do not yet appear to either 
as unattainable inſtead of finally termi- 
nating old Differences, adjuſting the im- 
portant Intereſts of Nations, and ſpreading 
the Bleſfings of Peace among Mankind, 
afford —— only for new Diſputes, ſet- 
tle only ſome ſpecious but inconſiderable 
Rights, and laſt no longer, than tll either 
D 2 Farty 
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Party judges itſelf enough recruited to 
commence Hoſtilities, and can find a 
Pretext to attempt where it believes it has 


Force to ſucceed. 


But ſuppoſing the Objection true in its 
utmoſt Extent; it ſeems of no Force a. 
gainſt an Exchange. F or; 


As the Ends propoſed to be obtained 


by the War are ſuppoſed to be advantage 
ous to the whole Nation, the Dangers and 


Inconveniences of the War ſhould be 
ſhared as equally as may be by the T__ 


Nation too. 


But to refuſe redeeming that unfortu- 


nate part of the Nation, who are taken 
Priſoners in carrying on the War, in 


hopes by that Means to ſhorten it in ſome 
Meaſure, is to throw an umjuſtifiable 


Share of the Evils of the War upon 
the Sailors, to procure the Eaſe of is 


Reſt of the ee 


1 The Priſoners have a Right to be 
redeemed ; and any Protraction of the 
| 5 5 


5 'J 27 15 
War ſuppos'd to ariſe from their Redemp- 
tion, muſt be conſidered as a natural Evil 
of the War to be ſhared by the whole Na- = 
tion. No Arguments drawn from any 
. ſuppos'd Utility to any other Members of 
the Society, can annul or invalidate this 
Right to Redemption inherent in the Cap- 
tive; and any that wou'd prove the whole 
Society unequal to the ſuppos'd Inconve- 
niencies of a juſt and neceflary Meaſure, 
wou'd ſo far prove it unequal to ſupport a 
War; and lay it under an Obligation of 
ſubmitting to the beſt Terms of Peace it 
cou d procure; or in extream Caſes of ha- 
zarding it's own Extinction by exerting the 
laſt Efforts in ſupport of its Liberties and 
Rights, 


| The Conduct of the Romans,” 7” 

were againſt redeeming their own Subjects, 
who were taken Priſoners, has never been 
juſtified on a Principle of Equizy, but on 
| Motives of Policy and military Diſcipline, 
ſuppos'd to be adapted to their particular 
Government, and conducive to the Pur- 
poſes of their Ambition and univerſal Em- 


1 For 1 rt was inconſiſtent with the Spirit 
of 


8 
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'F 22 1 3 
at. the Laus that ſometimes Rreballed f in 
their State; and wou'd never . be-approv'd 
by the preſent Race of Men; from among 
ons moſt of thoſe barbarous Deciſions 
which diſgraced human Nature as early as 
the Egyptian, and as late as the Roman 
N are baniſh'd. 


11 was inconfiſteiit with hs Spirit of 
the Laws that ſometimes prevailed ; fot 
if thoſe, who have ſubmitted to an Ene- 

my, were to be deem'd to have forfeited: 
all Rights on their Country, the Roman 


Lau ſhou'd not have favour d the Return of i 


thoſe Citizens from the Enemy, as it did 
by deeiding that; 


NEIL INTEREST Qvo Mobo cavtivus 
REVERSUS EST: UTRUM DIMISSUS, AN 
VI, VEL FALLACIA n. way: 
TIUM 1 
EvasERIT: 114 TAMEN sr EA MEN TE 
VENERIT ur NON ILLO REVERTE= 5 
RETun. 
Dig. 49 7 1:6 c. 26. 


and, 


Qu1 carrus CUM POTERAT 1 
| — 8 Nox 


„ 11 


BETUR» 


nor ſhov's it 5 cited the various 


Non REDITT,. PRO TRANSFUGA na- 5 


Mk us T. 16. e545. 


Rights of Poſtliminy, which, on ſach a. 


Suppoſition, 785 impolitic nog abe 


It word never be approv'd by the pre- 7 
ſent Race of Men, who in all civiliz'd 


Countries have branded with Infamy all 


thoſe enormous Pſages, abhorrent to Na- 
ture and common Senſe, which were once 


* 


eſteem ' d even legal, pious, honeſt ; and were 


permitted even in the moſt poliſÞ'd of for- 
mer Times : Such as Deſertion, Expoſition 


and Murder of Infants, human Sacrifices, 


&c. which preyail'd eyen to the Times 


of Conſtantine, Valentinian, Valens, and 


Gratian ; - that is between three and four 


hundred Years after the Chriſtian Ara, 


notwithſtanding all the Efforts of the 


Propagators of that Religion to aboliſh ſuch . 


e Practices. 5 


But even ſuppoſing the conduct con- 


tended for in the Objection allowable, 


vix. chat a State might leave | in the Hands 
of 


"Y | 
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of its Enemies during the War all it's 
Subjects, who ſhou'd be taken Priſoners ; 


will not a Queſtion ariſe, whether in a 


Government - conſtituted. like ours, any 
thing leſs than the legiſlative Power cou'd: 


authorize ſach a Practice? At all Events, ; 


ſuch Conditions ought ſurely to be previ- 
ouſly made known either. by a public Act, 
to which all are ſuppos'd: to. conſent, or 


otherwiſe; that Men may not be de- 


ceiv'd, and the State itſelf fail of great 
Part of that Advantage, if there was real- 


ly any, which it wou'd. propoſe. by ſuch. 


Conduct. — But this will be again conſi- 


dered under the Head of Utility. 


With 8 to * 2d Anſwer * 


c geſted to invalidate the Argument drawn 


from Humanity in favour of the Ex- 


. ͤ ͤ˙i!B 0 6 7 


That the Nation, which has the great 


eſt Number of it's Enemies Priſoners, may 
always be able to ſecure a proper Treat- 


ment of it's own Subjects taken Captive 


by the Enemy ; the elena Obſerva- 
tions | 


i 


tions ſeem to leave the Argument in fa. 


vour of the Exchan ge in full force. 


The Care taken of the French Priſoners 


of War by England in Health and Sick- 


neſs, the Commodiouſneſs of the Places 
upon the whole in which they are con- 
fin'd, the good Proviſion and Lodging 
with which they are furniſh'd, the great 


Precautions taken to ſecure them from all 


Abuſes or Fraud, the Facility with which 
they may convey any Complaints to thoſe 
who have the chief Direction of what 


concerns them, the frequent Opportuni- 
ties of making any to thoſe Perſons them- 


ſelves, and the Regulations affix d in all 


the Places of their Confinement, acquaint- 


ing them with whatever they are entitled 
to by the Bounty of the Government, as 
well as the Rules they are to obſerve, are 
ſo peculiar, that the Priſoners can be 
ſaid by none, who are acquainted with theſe 


Particulars, to ſuffer any Evil in their Cap- 


tivity but that Captivity itſelf, and ſuch as 
cannot be ſeparated from it. The Plan it- 


ſelf is not only generous and good, but 


the actual Superintendency of the Execu- 
ä tion 
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tion of it, has fo effectually anſwered the 


Ends propos d, that it may be aſſerted up- 
on good Information, that upon accidental 


Exchanges ſome have even contriv'd to for- 
feit their Turnof Exchange, and voluntari- 


ly Carrender'd themſelves when their Defign 


was effected; and others have fold it for a 
trifle to their Companions : : And notwith- 
ſtanding the. various Claſſes of which ſuch 
Priſoners conſiſt, the various Circum- 


ſtances in which they are taken, the 


Change from a Life of Labour and Diffi- 
culty to a State of Idleneſs and Plenty, 


together with the Effects the Senſe of 


Captivity and its Conſequences muſt have 


on the Minds of many, yet, the. Number 


of Sick out of between nineteen and twenty 
thouſand Priſoners has been for along Time 
together ſome hundreds under a thouſand; 


and out of the ſame Number the Dead-in 
a Week have but very little exceeded, and 
ſometimes not equalled, the Days of that 


Week, 


If theſe, as there is the greateſt Rea- 
ſon to believe, are indeed indiſputable 


Facts, and ſuch as the French muſt be 


ſup- 


N [EIN 
| ſuppos'd minutely acquainted with from 
their Agents who pay the Allowance"of 
their King to his Subjects Priſoners here 4, | 
they muſt 'do Honour to this Country, fo . : 
far as they go; and they muſt furniſh to 
thoſe, who had the immediate planning, 
and thoſe who are entruſted with the Ex- 
ecution of ſuch Deſigns, the moſt elevated 
of all Satisfactions; that which ariſes front > 
a conſcientious and ſucceſsful Diſcharge of 
their Duty, and a Senſe of having alleviat- 
ed and prevented much Miſery, and aug- 
mented the Quantity of MN. ns among 
Mankind. 


1 4 ? * 


| But even wrong chat an | equirilent 
Care and Generoſity con'd be ſecur'd to 
our Countrymen Priſoners with our Ene- 
mies; Captivity itſelf, and the Devaſtations 
it creates in all private concerns, are ve- 
ry horrible, and all the Alleviations that 
can be devis'd, very ſhocking to human 
Nature : Even they, who may have no 
Idea of a free political Government, yet 
muſt feel actual Reſtraint, and cannot, 
while under it, exempt themſelves ot 


their Families, from the Conſequences, 
8 „ which 


/ 
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bich ! in the Courſe of Things muſt at- 


tend it; and were the Point to be conſi- 


dered between two Nations before they 


engaged in War, it may ſafely be ſaid to 


be impoſſible, but that they wou'd agree 


to ſuch an Exchange at all Events; and 
to bear any Inconveniencies that might be 


ſappos'd to ariſe from it, rather than ſuffer 


their People to remain for Years in Cap- 
tivity, and experience the certain Miſ- 
chiefs of it. - 5 1805 


— — 


I theſe Reflections are juſt even n upon vibe 
boppolition of the beſt Treatment on both 
Sides, how much ſtronger muſt they argue 
in favour of the Exchange, if that Treat- 
ment 1s not, or cannot be ſecured to our 
own unhappy Countrymen languiſhing in 
the Jails and Dungeons of France? 


Till that End i is ſecured, at leaſt as far as 
the Nature of the Thing will admit, the 


Argument from Humanity remains in full 


force. — They who have the beſt Means 


of judging, may perhaps look upon it as 
next to impoſſible that it ſhou'd- be ſo ſe- 
cured; Complaints with Difficulty find 


their Way to England, and with more 
Dif- 


; 


1 29 1 
Difficulty can be: formally eſtabliſh'd; an 
the Diſtreſſes and Miſeries of our = 
trymen for want of ſuch Exchange mult. 
at leaſt remain long unalleviated, ANG — : 
the moſt Part ery in vain for Relief, 


In the ® * of the oteſent Balan, 
a Proviſion was made by the Legiſlature 
for the Subſiſtence and Paſſage home of 
ſeafaring Men and Boys Subjects of Great 
Britain, who ſhou'd by Shipwreck, Cap- 
ture, or other unavoidable Accidents be. 
driven or caſt away upon foreign Parts 
where any Governours, Miniſters and 
Conſuls appointed by the Crown, or where 
two or more Brit;/h Merchants reſide ; 
but for the unfortunate Priſoner of War 
in an Enemy's Country, where no Gover- 
nours, Miniſters or Conſuls appointed by 
the Crown nor any Britiſh Merchant re- 
fide, no Proviſion is Xt eſtabliſhed. 


And when it is oiled 8 what NO 


an Allowance is paid by the French to 
their Countrymen, Priſoners here, the pe- 
culiar Hardſhips of the Engliſh Seamen in 


V. 1. Geo. 2. St. 2. c. 14. 5 12, 13. l 
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War muſt 3 in the moſt Ne ur 


View. 


As to the Method of enforcing a proper 
Treatment of our Countrymen, by Means 
of the ſuperior Number of Priſoners in our 
Poſſeſſion; a generous Nation will be 
more inclin'd to liſten to the Voice of Hu- 
manity than of Retaliation; there will 
ever be ſomething horrid and repugnant to 
ſuch a People to be oblig'd to act inhu- 
manly, and to reduce the Innocent to pe- 
riſh miſerably in a Priſon. They may 


indeed be looked upon, in this Light, as 


Hoftages ; but the putting in force any 
great Severities againſt innocent Victims to 
the Crimes of others, is contrary to the 
Rights of common Humanity, and wholly | 
exploded among the civiliz'd Nations of 


modern Times, as they often were even 
4 


It is to be obſerv d too, that were the 
Exchange contended for to take Place, the 
Reafon urg'd for RetAiation wou'd' not 
exiſt; at moſt in a very minute Degree; 


and a conſequently ſome Part of the Impu- 


Mr 
tation muſt fall to the Party who refuſes 
ſuch Exchange: And even ſuppoſing Cal- 
culations of Policy cou'd be fairly urg d for 
violating the Laws of Humanity on one 
Side, when they are trampled under Foot 
on the other; it wou'd ſurely be more 
eligible to agree previouſly. that no Quar- 
ter ſhou'd be given, than to recur to ſo 
terrible an Extremity, and to introduce ſo 
| ſhocking an Addition to the Art of de- 
ſtroying one another, even when Arms 
were e laid * and 1 in cold Blood. 


But, to deſtroy the key Force of the | 
Argument, it will be enough to conſis 
der that the Method of Retaliation itſelf i ia 
uncertain and inadequate; my that on le. 
veral Accounts. 5 = 


| By a b e all Govern« 
ments will prevent, as much as poſſible, 
their Priſoners of War from correſponding 
either with themſelves or others, without 
ſubmitting their Letters to a previous In- 
ſpection: But, by this very Means, a Pre- 
caution juſtly practiſed in itſelf, in order 
to n Combinations, or to op Intelli- 
gence, © 
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= 
Fence, which might be prejudicial to the 
State, may keep Cruelty and Oppreſſion 
unknown but to thoſe who profit by _ 
and Tn them irremediable. 

nf their Complaints find their w. 3 
home, though they may be accompanied 
with ſuch Circumſtances as to deſerve Cre- 
dit there; yet, unleſs by the Nation's 


paying them a juſt Allowance while in 


the Priſons of their Enemy, it cou'd have 
from the Perſons employ'd in that Service 
authenticated Accounts of their Condition 
and Treatment ; thoſe Complaints can ſel- 
dom be accompanied by any Circumſtan- 


| ces, which an Enemy's Miniſtry will al- 


low as Proof: Many Evaſions will be em- 


ploy'd to elude. their Force; the whole 


will be aſcribed to the Propenſity of all 
Men in Diſtreſs to exaggerate their Miſe- 
"ries; and one Remonſtrance which may 
happen to have no better Foundation, will 
be made uſe of as a ſufficient Ground to 


any _ Truth of All. 


The Whole of theſe" DINE TY 


tween two Nations at War muſt neceſſa- 
"7 
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rily be attended with ſuch Delays, and be 


ſpun out to ſuch a Length of Time, as 
render them by no Means a proper or ef 


fectual Remedy for actual Evils, which 


affect every Intereſt of ts their Liberties 


3 


and their Lives. ü 


But Wan ; The: Asen af this Ex- 
eden itſelf, allowing it the utmoſt Pro- 
priety poſſible, muſt depend on the par ticu- 


lar Diſpoſition of the People we are en- 


gaged with, or of thoſe ; more eſpecially, 
who have the Management of their Af- 


fairs; and even on the Situation of their 


Country, and Nature of their Govern- 
ment; and it may be affected likewiſe 
more or leſs by every great Dm t 
on their public Affairs. ( HG 

It may be even W ls | 
Bulk of a People, not diſtinguiſhed by 
Compaſſion to their Enemies, and indulg- 


ing at preſent even a peculiar Bitterneſs 
againſt us for a Conduct juſtified by the 
cleareſt Principles of Reaſon, would ſee 


with Patience our Countrymen furniſhed 
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[34] 
with better Neceſſaries of Life than the 


Majority of themſelves. could with all 


their Induſtry procure, for this would 


be the actual Caſe if the Treatment of 25 


the Engliſb in France was correſpondent 
to that of the French in England. At 


leaſt in the preſent Circumſtances of Diſ- 
treſs under which that People labour, and 


the Riſe of Neceflaries which muſt take 
Place more or leſs, where any Number 


of our People are confined, it is very im- 
probable that the Experiment will be 
made, Times of War are always Times 


of Difficulty to the Adminiſtration of 
every Country, and, where there is much 
to ſtruggle againſt without, even the 


moſt unſkilful Policy will endeavour to 


prevent Diſturbances within. 


I the Territory of the Enemy be ex- 
tenfive, where the inferior Agents in Go- 
vernment are ſeldom expoſed to the ac- 


tual Inſpection of their Superiors; if the 


very Form of their Government is ſuch, 


that the immediate Oppreſſion, even of 


their own People, is much in the Power 
5 of 


1 351 
of theſe inferior An ; and if Inſtances 
of that Oppreſſion, and bf the. greateſt 
Avarice and Extortion are not unfrequent. 
even with Reſpect to them, it ſeems mo- 
rally impoffible, even ſuppoſing the beſt 

Intentions in their Court or Adminiſtra- 
tion, that their Enemies, Priſoners among 
them, ſhould receive any conſtant and 
oniforiy good Treatment, ſecured from 
the Avarice and Artifice of thoſe employ- 
ed about them. Particular and tranſient 
Reformation of Abuſes may occaſionally 
be obtain'd, but their Complaints, how- 

ever well founded or enforced, will never 
meet any een or oy Redreſs. 


4 a 


L %F 


Thus far on the Point of Right, "which, 
as was obſerved, compriſes two Conſide- 
rations ; one refpecting ourſelves, - and 
one regarding our Enemies. The Latter 
is not immediately within the Intention 

of our Enquiry, and ſhall not therefore be 
diſcuffed. The other Reſpect, in which 
as a national Act it was ſaid to be 
an Object of Conſideration, is that of 


Policy. 


2 en 
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The only Advantage which can be 
foppoſed to ariſe from the not exchang- 
ing Priſoners to that Nation, which 
has the Superiority in Point of Numbers 
of its Enemies Priſoners, is the retain- 


- 


ing that Superiority ondiminiſhed ; and 


by that Means preventing any ill Conſe- | 
quences, which might attend that Alte- 


ration in the Proportion of their reſpeftive 


Forces, which even a reciprocal Exchange, 
is allowed to produce. 8 


oP What Weight this Argument ought 
to have, even independantly of all others, 
and many others muſt be well weighed be- 
fore the Queſtion in Diſpute can be de- 


. termined, has been ſhewn under. the 1 


mer Head; and it is apprehended that if 
after what is there obſerved, it ſeems to 
retain any Force, even that Force will 

be laſt, when the further Inconveniencies 

| "ſhall be noted which will ariſe from the 
= Refuſal of Exchange. 


| Thoſe 


1 7 1 N 


5 Thoſe . may be deemed 
at leaſt theres fold. | 


Hit, such as ade the Ene of 


| Government. 


Secondly, Such as affect 1 N and 
the general State of the Marine ; 5 and, | 


7 Zirdly, Such as affect T1 rate and its 
Dependencies, 


As to the Firſt, it is contrary to one 
of the firſt Principles of all Policy, to 
maintain a Number of idle Hands with 
_ every Neceſſary for Health and for Sick- 
neſs by the Hands of Induſtry; and in 
Time of War it muſt be peculiarly ſo; 
as the Demands of Government are then 
moſt conſiderable, and ſuch an Augmen- 
tation of them, which muſt be in Pro- 
portion to the Number maintained, muſt 
be then moſt ſenſibly felt. A Circulation 
of Property, generally conſidered, is cer- - 
tainly no Evil; bat when it is neceſſary 
| | to 


1 J. 
to  encreaſe the Quantity in particular 
Channels, Oeconomy, which is evet a 
principal Duty of the Stateſman, be- 
comes eſſential, as the Difficulties of 
raiſing Supplies will ever enereaſe wah 


the Supplies required. 


5 he neceſſary Expence of ovatntaining 
and ſecuring the Number of Prifoners 
this War, in that generous and noble 
Manner in which they are treated by this 
Government, though that Service is car- 
ried on ſo as to ſecure to the Captives the 

full Effeds of the Intention of the Go- 
vernment, without admitting the inter- 
mediate and exorbitant Gains of general - 
Cont ractors, i is certainly an Object of that 
Nature; and the Sum to which it amount- 
ed, with every poſſible Precaution, accord- 
ing to the Account delivered into Parlia- 7 
ment from the 1ſt of January, 17 57, to 
the 31ſt of December following, in which 
the Article of Contingencies, as is very 
obſervable, was com paratively 4 meer 


Ts, proves it ſuch. 


4 


There 


9 : 


tl 


| Than. are. now {ri of i trenty= 
two Thouſand Priſoners of War i in Great. 


Britain ; a Number conſiderably. more 


than during any Time to which that Ac- 
count relates, and which will continually 


encreaſe, if no Exchange or only inconſi- 
derable ones take Place; and it is evident 


therefore that Expence muſt grow heavier 


and heavier, and be of more and more 


: Moment. | 


Ils am aware that it may be {aggeſted, 
that this Evil, whatever it be, is counter- 


balanced by that large 118 which ſo 


great a Nu 7 of Priſoners DAR to be 
remitted into theſe Kingdoms from the 
Court of France, by Means of that Al- 
lowance, which it makes to all its Sub- 
jects from the Day of their Captivity, and 
which may, upon an Eſtimate formed on 
no indifferent Materials, be ſuppoſed to 
have amounted for the Vear 1757 to the 


Sum of ſeventy- four Thouſand, fix Hun- loo 
dred Pounds and upwards,. and on the 57 
Number at preſent Priſoners in Great= 


Britain 


[4] 


Britain and Ireland in this Month of 


x Hege. | 


October, may be eſtimated at three Hun- 
dred Founds and upwards for ig 


But 1 1 1 the inttoduc⸗ 
tion of ſo much Wealth into the Nation 


might be deemed, fimply conſidered ; 3 It 


may, when obtained in Conſequence of 


ſuch a Meaſure, be pronounced an unjuſt 


and illegal Traffic : As in ſuch Caſe it 
would, ſtrictly ſpeaking, be a Commerce 
in which the Rights, Liberties, every 
Thing valuable, Health and Lives of our 
unhappy Countrymen, taken Priſoners by 
the Enemy would be bartered for that 
pecuniary Conſideration. njuſt, and il- 
legal: as Monteſquieu ſaid on another Oc- 


caſion, Je ne ſpai fi c'eſt PEprit ou le Caur © 
qui me difte cet Article ci, but ſurely the 


| condemning them to Impriſonment, and 


Slavery from which we boaſt it is exempt, 


many conſequenily to periſh Inch by Inch 
by Want, Nakedneſs, Chagrin and Goal 
Diſtempers muſt be at leaſt as contrary to 
the Law of Nature and the vital Princi- 
ples of the Britiſh Conſtitution, as that 


and 


| .and which > even en dent Ali | 
tions not be obtained in the othet Caſe, © 


With Reſpect to the Inconveniſciſcies : 
that may affect the Navy and general 
State of the Marine, and ſuch as may at. 
fect Trade and its Dependencies, they are 
ſo connected that they may pon FGontfidereld 
LOO nie Shen F 50 h s 


+ . 2 * tit 5 »19f 


bo! a wading Nation / like: Englind, - Ae 
that owes its Independency to ats Cm 
merce, which is the Source of its Wealth 
and the Support of its Fleet, it ſhould 
ſeem to be a fundamental, and indiſputable 
Maxim in Policy to eng e by 
every poſſible — 
the Sea; and to altet every Practice, 
which mult neceſſafily tend to deter them 


from 1 it, 
x „ $11.9 | 273 not 11% nm $1173 


Whatever enereaſes e „ unge to 40 
which the Sea Life is expoſed *thuft irn 
Proportion have Tendency 800 create 
Averſion; Jw atever "Expoſes i td Tuch © 


45 Sent any human Being wotfd*volun- 
E ä 


, 
a 
: 
i 
pl 
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e 
tarily run the Riſque of, muſt have that 
EO. in an eminent Degree. 


Was it made kriown at the e | 
ment of a War, that an Exchange of 
| Priſoners was not to be admitted during 


its Continuance, it would be far from ab- 


ſurd to apprehend, that it might put almoſt 


a total Stop to the Trade of the Nation, by 


deterring its Men from failing in Merchant 
Ships expoſed to the Misfortune of uch | 


; we nes 1p 5 $55 dB 


+ 4 


If a Reſolution not to ben as 5 far 


as the Fortune of War would allow, was 


in itſelf juſt and political, it ought to be 


made known, for no ſuch Conſequences 
would attend ſuch a Practice as the ban. 1 
mon Senſe of Mankind could Joby... "7 


But in Proportion as Diſlike and Re- 
ſentment operate, more or Jeſs they muſt 


affect the Number of Seamen of the Na- 


tion; for nothing but what tends: to pro- 
mote the Trade of à Nation, tends to 
encreaſe the Number of its Sailors, which 

; will. 


193 *. 
will ever be in Proportion to its: Trade; 
and here all the various Circumſtances 
that would enable one Nation to recruit 
with more Facility than another its Num- 
ber of Seamen, by alluring or foreing 
Men to the Service of the Sea, ho would 
ſoon become ſufficient Sailors: when join- 
ed with others. more. ſkilfal, are Objects 
of Conſideration ; and ſhould teach that 
Nation, that has leſs Power of Compulſiom 
or Allurement, to procure as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible a Redemption of its een who 
* be Friar 


, | | 
FF 3 
*. „ $5 if: "C3 74, 


Its W {A be divided i inter to 
Claſſes, thoſe who navigate the — 
chant Ships, and thoſe who man the 
Navy: And where the Dominions are fo: 
extenſive and remote, and the Trade ſo 
multifarious and large, as thoſe of Bri- 
tain, the whole Number of both cannot 
exceed the Calls ben mob bo tor them; 7 
1155 111 
| With Reſpect to —4 F. iſt; ſo er as it 
may be ſuppoſed that Commerce would 
ſtill be carried on after ſuch a — tion 
„ was 
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1 wabaideknows;] it ſcrcns clear, edel it 
eould be no otherwiſe than by en- 


hancing the Wages of the Seamen, who 
ſhould navigate the Ships, ſo as to tempt 
them to run the Riſque; and by furnifh- 
ing them with the beſt Means of pre- 


venting their becoming Captives. This 


would lay the Merchant under a Neceſſity 


of ſupplying a greater Store of Ammu- 


nition and Guns, and a greater Num- 


ber of * than” won enn be 


Thus what ſhould be | th in a 


$ trading Nation as a firſt Principle, the 


carefully avoiding every Thing which 


may enhance the Price of ee ou 
; be Er 18 


17 7 
C 


For whatever : tence to RR the 
Bxpence of the Merchant in the Voyage, 


will be added neceffarily by him to 


the Price of = Commoditics imported or 
_— 1 5 


* 


1 


10 thaſs kick are PAT; onhy ant | 
conſumed at home, the Weight, as it 
muſt ever fall ultimately on the Conus | 
mer, muſt be borne by ourſelves; and | 
thus the Expenſiveneſs and Difficulties of 
living would be encreaſed, and by a na- 

tural Tendency enn continue to n 

more ane more. | 0 15 

Thoſe * are = to Gra 
Markets, and particularly ſuch the Sub- 
ſtance of which is firſt imported to be 
worked up, might be ſo much encreaſed: 
in Price, when they came to thoſe Mar- 
| kets, as not to be vendible, and by this 
Means the utter Ruin of thoſe Trades 
might be incurred; and ſome other Na- 
tion, which is at Peace, and not under the 
Neceſſity of ſuch een * ne to 
NN all m_ are.” 


a 


| n may be objecked; than the Puzps 
of Trade may be carried on by eagles > 
Foreign Navigators, as is now "ah 


in Part by our Laws: But even rpg 
| at 
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46 
that this could be effectually done with 
Reſpect to the Purpoſes of Trade, the 
ee conſidered in an extenſive 
and political View, would itſelf be a very 
great Evil, Every F oreigner. made a 
Sailor in this Service gains that Informa- 
tion, which the Natives ſhould be en- 
couraged to acquire, and whatever Pro- 
fit of his Induſtry 1s. tranſmitted to his 
Home, is i. pen er Loſs to this 


e y 


1 may te bd. likewiſe that the 
manning the Navy, which is in great 
Meaſute effected by a permitted Violence, 
may be effected ſtill by impreſſing fo 

many more of thoſe, who would other- 
wiſe be employed in the Merchant Ser- 
vice ; but this Expedient too would: itſelf 
be a very great Evil; it would be ex- 
hauſting the preſent· Store without pro- 
viding any Supply; it would be ſup- 
plying preſent Wants, by rendering 
thoſe * the future in and irreme- 
dable. 7 04-21-23 of 
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As to the only other "Methods; thoſe. 
| of extraordinary Bounties, or other En- 
couragements, they muſt be deemed con 
fiderable Euils too; as they muſt add ſo 
much more to the Erpences of Govern- 


ment; and bring more or lefs of the In- 
conveniencies above- mentioned on Trade 

and its Dependencies; as it is incontro- 
vertibly true, that ſo long as the Con- 
ſumer can be made to pay the advanced 


Price of any Commodity, the Merchant 
will find his Account in carrying on the 


Trade; and conſequently that till that ; 
Degree is exceeded, the Merchant will 4 
only bid the higher for his Men, and en- . 
creaſe th TLV 15 his Sean in IO Wy 


tion. _ 


It 1 be | that * | fg, . 
niences, which will inevitably attend a 
Non- exchange, even though no ſuch Re- 
ſolution is promulgated, will drive the + 
Merchant, who will ever be the laſt tb 
loſe, more or leſs to ſome ſuch Expedient. 
It is actually the Caſe in the preſent War; 


© {kar in order to avoid thoſe 


arcs 


Incon- 


5 
* 


| 1481 5 
Inconveniences, that ſome of our Trade, 
as that with the Portugueſe for Inſtance, is 

in great Part carried on in Foreign Bottoms. 
A Proceeding by which the Nation muſt 


ſuffer in a ſtill greater Degree; as whatever 


Branch of Commerce is ſo carried on, 
ceaſes to be, as it ought to be, a Nurſery 
of Seamen, either mediately or imme- 
diately; and all the Profits acquited by 
ſuch Foreign Nation, as the Carriers, is 
evidently ©. pes N o 18 _— 


** ; 
a» * * 


But this e 8 it for 
Argument gake to be the leſs Evil of the 
two, muſt from the Nature of it be either 
ſo trifling as to be inadequate to any great 
End, or by being more conſiderable ceaſe 
to be, in the moſt confined Senſe, bene- 
We have already put in Force in ſome 
Meaſure, what the Law of Nations will 
clearly juſtify with Reſpect to the Pro- 
perty of an Enemy found in neutral Veſ— 
fels ; and whether ſuch Seizures will be 
extended 


El 49 7 
extended by us beyond the preſent Fig 
or not, if the Enemy have not yet done it 
with Reſpect to ours, it muſt. be wing 
to other Cauſes than a Want of Right er 


Want of Will; and when ſuch Acts be- | 


come reciprocal, the Danger of that Me- 
thod of carrying on Commerce, and the 


Difficulties, Delays, and Expences of 


Litigations and Appeals will have an 


equal Effect on Trade and all f its Pepen- 
dencies; and either enhance every Thing 
to the Conſumer far beyond its Worth, or 
drive the Merchant * again tothe uſual” 


n 4 287 


The L of ſuch 57 5 
change may likewiſe neceſſitate the Intro- 
duction of Foreigners into the Fleet, as has | 
been, actually the Caſe in this War: « A 
Practice which muſt by the Nature of 
Things be attended at leaft with the Evils 
mentioned above to be conſetant, upon 
Os TM vſed.in Trade, a 


3 _ in the laſt Place 


be 60 ed 
| et wg the a” of any ſuch Number, 


? 


\ 


e 
as may be required to procure the Ex. 
change of the Engli/h Priſoners in France, 
the Enemy will be enabled to fit out a 
Number of Privateers, the Effects of 
which will be felt on our Trade; or to 
equip their Fleet for the 1 various s Purpoſes 


| of War. 


The Objection, ſo far as s N onde 
may extend, is founded in Truth: But it 
will ſupport no Inference againſt the 
Juſtice « or 4255 of ſuch an r | 


For tho' it is allow'd ack tag Diffe- ; 
rence will be made by ſuch Exchange in the 
Proportion which their reſpective Forces 
bore to each other; yet it is to be conſi- 
dered that that Difference is upon the 
whole collectively; but vaniſhes as it were 


Into nothing when the Object to be conſi- 


dered is the particular Exertion of any par- 
ticular Part of that Force. And as 
he Exchange ſuppoſes an equal Num- 
ber reſtored to act againſt that given 
up, the two Nations will, ſo far as 


an Exchange is concerned, be with re- 
1 ſpect 


ü LM 

ſpect to Numbers upon "Re ſame footing . 
they were before the reſpective Captures, . 
with that till remaining Diminution of 
their Enemies original Force, which will 
ariſe from the ſtill remaining Priſoners ;. 

the ſame Circumſtances and the fame Ef- 
forts, which gave one the Superiority of 
| Captures over the other, will have the 
ſame Effect; and the whole Strength of 
each being exerts, as far as isin the Pow- 
er of the Nation which loſt the greateſt 
Number of it's Subjects by Capture, 
the War will a be loanes deter- 
mined. FN ; 


Bot  Gnally, ewe Evil ar In- 
convenience may be ſuppos'd to ariſe not- 
withſtanding the Truth of this Reaſoning, 
it ſeems clear that it ought to be claſs d a- 
mong the unavoidable Evils of War; and 
as ſuch, according to an Argument deduo- 
ed in the Reflections on the Point of Right, 
ought to be borne as equally as poflible by 
the whole Society; and not averted from 
the ING Intereſt, _ by the — of 
5 H 2 one 
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one Set of eee n. that 0 155 eſſential 
as * Seamen. c 3 
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That Oppreffion bak been in hn} 
pretty fully deſcribed | above; but there is 
one Inſtance of it yet unmentioned, the 
conſtant Practice of our Enemy to en- 
veigle and force our unhappy Coanupmen 


into their Service. 


* When the Choiceii is Tae a . Service 


22 ſet in an advantageous View, and ſuch tckas 
affords a certain Support, or 4 miſerable 
State of Impriſonment, or a more miſerable 
Death in a Jail, it is ſcarce to be wonder'd 


at, if many are found to yield to the 
Temptation for Raiment, Liberty and Life, 
and to perſuade themſelves that they 
2 abanden a Country, which abandons 

it's Defenders. —— The Conſiderations 
drawn from the Fate of thoſe, who ſtand 
the Teſt of ſuch ſevere, Trials, and waſte 
away their Days, or reſign their Breaths 


in fo unmerited and ſo cruel an Exile, have 
| Graz ee argument to our Hu- 


- 4 ak 4 X 14 nr. 


1:53 3 
manity, this will furniſh an additional Roger 
ſon to thoſe that think only of Nn. 


"ot might render my Thoughts on this 
Matter more complete to diſcuſs minutely 
on which Side the Chance of War, withre- 

ſpect to the greateſt Number of Captures, 


may be ſuppos'd to lye upon the Whole. | 


which will be in a compound Ratio of the 
Extent of Trade and Number of Seamen, 
and the Force and Ute of their Navies and 
Privateers reciprocally; and to draw from 
thence ſome Concluſion as to the Expe- 
dieney or Inexpediency af an Exchange to 
this Nation upon the whole, even allowing 
for a Moment « Non-exchange expe- 
dien t in a particular Conj uncture. But 
it is apprehended that the Exchange 

contended for muſt be expedient in the on - 
ly Conjuncture in which any thing can be 
pffered with a View to ſhew it otherwiſe?; 
vi. when we have the Superiority in 
point of Numbers of Priſoners of War; 
and it is therefore not neceſſary t prolong 
theſe Reflections further. It is hoped they 
will evinco, what was intended to be 
* 


1 


7 2 333 
i „that the Claims of Juftice, the 
1 Dickote: of Humanity, and the Prin- 
| ciples of Intereſt are all on the Side 
of ſuch an Exchange; and it is con- 
ceived: that nothing can be urged a- 
gainſt them, but common Prejudices, the 
— of Wee, and the © Rights f 


$508 


"the a bad Pradiice 4 is quali bad, PR: 
ther the natural Conſequences follow or 
not; and if they do not, our Eſcape muſt 
becatifibrited to ſome Concurrence of Cir-' 
cumſtanoes, which no human Sagacity can 
foreſee, which it wou'd be folly to expect, 
and the ga 1 e to 


> : n 71 0 . 
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Wes NG: . ehr to the 
Jahn of Probability and the natural Ten- 
dencies of Virtue; but no Poliey can be 
wiſe that calculates in O ppoſition to 
thoſe Laws and thoſe Tendencies; and 
it may be ever ſaid with Tully; N. 1u1L 
EST QyoD ADHUC- DE REPUBLICA - ru 


E  DICTUM, ET QO POSSEM LONG1US$ 
PROGREDI, 


1; 


N T 
PROGREDI, - NIS - 8IT coxrI RMA TUR, 
NON ' MODO PALSUM. ESSE ILLUD,, SINE: 
INJURIA. NON POSSE, SED. HOC VER 18$1= 
MUM SINE SUMMA. JUSTITIA. REM= 
PUBLICAM REGI NON POSSE, = 
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